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PRESS RELEASE 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger to address inaugural Solar Tech and 
CALSEIA Solar Summit. 
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group partners with SolarTech and CALSEIA to shape the future of 
the solar industry 
 
San Jose, Calif., Wednesday, April 22, 2009:  In partnership with the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group (http://svlg.net), SolarTech, an initiative of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
(www.solartech.org) and the California Solar Energy Industries Association (www.calseia.org) 
announce the participation of California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger as an honorary 
guest speaker at their inaugural Summit to be held May 7, 2009, hosted by eBay at its North 
Campus, in San Jose, California, home to the city’s largest commercial solar installation.   
 
“We are deeply honored to have the Governor join our inaugural summit” says Tom 
McCalmont, Co-founder and Chair of SolarTech, CEO Real Goods Solar. “Mr. Schwarzenegger 
inspired the creation of the California Solar Initiative in 2004, laying the groundwork for California 
becoming what is today the third largest solar market in the world”. 

At the direction of Governor Schwarzenegger, the California Solar Initiative created a $3.3 
billion ten-year program in 2006 to put solar on a million roofs in the state, spearheading what 
has proven to be a highly successful state renewable energy incentives and rebates program.  

“The solar industry finds itself with an opportunity for widespread adoption of solar power, that 
will at the same time facilitate the economic recovery of the Bay Area and the state,” said Carl 
Guardino, President and CEO of the Leadership Group.  “The governor’s vision for the future of 
the solar industry in California is an example of the inspiration, vision and leadership that are 
needed as we move through these critical times.” 
  
The Governor will acknowledge public-private partnerships by consortiums such as SolarTech 
and CALSEIA in the global context of the solar economy in California, and the impact private, 
public, partnerships can have on the state’s economic development. 
 
The Summit  focuses on developing standards and best practices in order to reduce installation 
time and costs of solar systems. The Summit will gather over 50 speakers and subject matter 
experts from the solar photovoltaic (PV) and solar thermal sectors.  
 
Other speakers include: 

• The Honorable Mayor Chuck Reed, City of San Jose 
• Lyndon Rive, CEO, Solar City 
• Steve Rhoades, CEO, SatCon 
• Ole Pilgaard, CEO, Heliodyne 
• Brian Halla, CEO, National Semiconductor 
• Jeff Wolfe, CEO, GroSolar 
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“Our industry finds itself at the convergence of opportunity, policy, climate change and 
government vision” said Doug Payne, Interim Executive Director for SolarTech. “It is imperative 
for all of us, collectively, to seamlessly execute the delivery of solar energy solutions to the mass 
market over the next three to five years. This inaugural SolarTech / CalSEIA joint Summit unveils 
our work on a world stage helping to shape and enable our industry’s success. For the Governor 
to acknowledge our work is truly an honor and a privilege.”  

       
"These are very exciting times for the solar industry in California” said Gary Gerber, President of 
Sun Light and Power and President of the CALSEIA Board of Directors. “Since California is where 
much of the knowledge base and experience of the solar industry lies, this is the ideal place to 
develop solutions that will help increase the efficiency and rate of adoption for all solar 
technologies. Governor Schwarzenegger has been such a visionary for our industry we are 
deeply grateful for his leadership past, present, and future.”                                                           

           
“Having installed the city’s largest private solar installation, eBay is proud to host a conversation 
among key solar industry thought leaders with significant potential to expand the use of this 
promising technology” said John Donahoe, CEO of eBay Inc. “All businesses today stand to 
benefit from smart energy policy, and we applaud SolarTech for convening this forum.” 
 
This inaugural event is expected to attract senior executives from the photovoltaic and solar 
thermal equipment areas, system integrators, financiers, utility decision makers, city permitting 
representatives, industry analysts, and market researchers.  
 
For more information on this event, event sponsorship, and to register, please visit: 
www.calsolarsummit.org 
 
About SolarTech 
SolarTech, an initiative of Silicon Valley Leadership Group, is a collaborative organization 
formed to create a Solar Center of Excellence in Silicon Valley. The purpose is to identify and 
resolve technical and market barriers to solar technology by addressing issues of performance, 
processes, standards, and workforce readiness. The SolarTech consortium's industry-spanning 
collection of products, services and processes will assure member companies achieve faster 
time to market, with lower risk, and higher consumer adoption of solar powered systems. For 
more information, visit www.solartech.org. 
 
About CALSEIA 
California Solar Energy Industries Association (CALSEIA), was founded in 1977, with the purpose 
of expanding the use of all solar technologies in California and establish a sustainable industry 
for a clean energy future.   CALSEIA members are doing business in California or supplying 
products to California companies.  CALSEIA supports the widespread adoption of solar thermal 
and photovoltaic systems by educating consumers, supporting solar legislation and conducting 
business in a professional and ethical manner.  For more information, visit www.calseia.org 
 
About the Silicon Valley Leadership Group 
The Silicon Valley Leadership Group, founded in 1978 by David Packard of Hewlett-Packard, 
represents 290 of Silicon Valley's most respected employers on issues, programs and 
campaigns that affect the economic health and quality of life in Silicon Valley, 
including energy, transportation, education, housing, health care, tax policies, economic 
vitality and the environment. Leadership Group members collectively provide nearly one of 
every four private sector jobs in Silicon Valley. For more information, visit svlg.net or call (408) 
501-7853. 


